Philosophy of Education
practical reasons to counteract this tendency (See ante, p. 10)
the chief purposes of our theoretical discussion are to make
clear the connection which is so readily lost from sight, and
to show in some detail the social content and function of the
chief constituents of the course of study.
The points need to be considered from the standpoint of
instructor and of student. To the former, the significance of a
knowledge of subject matter, going far beyond the present
knowledge of pupils, is to supply definite standards and to
reveal to him the possibilities of the crude activities of the
immature. (*') The material of school studies translates into
concrete and detailed terms the meanings of current social
life which it is desirable to transmit. It puts clearly before
the instructor the essential ingredients of the culture to be
perpetuated, in such an organized form as to protect him
from the haphazard efforts he would be likely to indulge in
if the meanings had not been standardized. («) A knowledge
of the ideas which have been achieved in the past as the out-
come of activity places the educator in a position to perceive
the meaning of the seeming impulsive and aimless reactions
of the young, and to provide the stimuli needed to direct
them so that they will amount to something. The more the
educator knows of music the more he can perceive the possi-
bilities of the inchoate musical impulses of a child. Organized
subject matter represents the ripe fruitage of experiences like
theirs, experiences involving the same world, and powers and
needs similar to theirs. It does not represent perfection or
infallible wisdom; but it is the best at command to further
new experiences which may, in some respects at least, surpass
the achievements embodied in existing knowledge and works
of art
From the standpoint of the educator, in other words, the
various studies represent working resources, available capital.
Their remoteness from the experience of the young is not,
however, seeming; it is real. The subject matter of the

